Myasthenia gravis with polyhydramnios in the fetus of an asymptomatic mother.
Transient myasthenia gravis was observed in an infant whose mother had no signs of neuro-muscular disease. The case presented with severe polyhdramnios at 31 weeks. Sonographic and invasive work-up showed only an absence of fetal swallowing. At birth, the infant had severe muscle weakness and respiratory distress. He had high titres of anti-acetylcholine receptor (anti-AChR) antibodies of maternal origin. Anti-AChR antibodies were also found in stored samples of fetal serum and amniotic fluid. To our knowledge, this is the first case of neonatal myasthenia gravis for which neither past nor present evidence of disease could be obtained in the mother. Anti-AChR antibody testing should be considered in cases of unexplained polyhydramnios.